

Instructor: Mr. Tom Preisse



Email: preissethomas@greenlocalschools.org

Course Theme:

This course examines the history of the United States of America from 1877 to the present. The federal republic has withstood challenges to its national security and expanded the rights and roles of its citizens. The episodes of its past have shaped the nature of the country today and prepared it to attend to the challenges of tomorrow. Understanding how these events came to pass and their meaning for today’s citizens is the purpose of this course. The concepts of historical thinking introduced in earlier grades continue to build with students locating and analyzing primary and secondary sources from multiple perspectives to draw conclusions.

Course Objective:
Knowledge-


U.S. History students will have knowledge of content including:
1. The rise of corporations, heavy industry, mechanized farming and technological innovations transformed the American economy from an agrarian to an increasingly urban industrial society. 
2. The rise of industrialization led to a rapidly expanding workforce. Labor organizations grew amidst unregulated working conditions, laissez-faire policies toward big business, and violence toward supporters of organized labor. 

3. Immigration, internal migration and urbanization transformed American life. 
4. Following Reconstruction, old political and social structures reemerged, and racial discrimination was institutionalized. 

5. The Progressive era was an effort to address the ills of American society stemming from industrial capitalism, urbanization and political corruption. 
6. As a result of overseas expansion, the Spanish-American War and World War I, the United States emerged as a world power. 
7. After WWI, the United States pursued efforts to maintain peace in the world. However, as a result of the national debate over the Versailles Treaty ratification and the League of Nations, the United States moved away from the role of world peacekeeper and limited its involvement in international affairs. 
8. Racial intolerance, anti-immigrant attitudes and the Red Scare contributed to social unrest after World War I. 

9. An improved standard of living for many, combined with technological innovations in communication, transportation and industry, resulted in social and cultural changes and tensions. 

10. Movements such as the Harlem Renaissance, African-American migration, women’s suffrage and Prohibition all contributed to social change. 

11. The Great Depression was caused, in part, by the federal government’s monetary policies, stock market speculation, and increasing consumer debt. The role of the federal government expanded as a result of the Great Depression. 

12. During the 1930s, the U.S. government attempted to distance the country from earlier interventionist policies in the Western Hemisphere as well as retain an isolationist approach to events in Europe and Asia until the beginning of WWII. 
13. The United States mobilization of its economic and military resources during World War II brought significant changes to American society. 
14. Use of atomic weapons changed the nature of war, altered the balance of power and began the nuclear age. 
15. The United States followed a policy of containment during the Cold War in response to the spread of communism. 
16. The Second Red Scare and McCarthyism reflected Cold War fears in American society. 
17. The Cold War and conflicts in Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and international politics. 

18. The collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe and the U.S.S.R. brought an end to the Cold War. 
19. Following World War II, the United States experienced a struggle for racial and gender equality and the extension of civil rights. 
20. The postwar economic boom, greatly affected by advances in science, produced epic changes in American life. 
21. The continuing population flow from cities to suburbs, the internal migrations from the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt, and the increase in immigration resulting from passage of the 1965 Immigration Act have had social and political effects. 
22. Political debates focused on the extent of the role of government in the economy, environmental protection, social welfare and national security. 
23. Improved global communications, international trade, transnational business organizations, overseas competition and the shift from manufacturing to service industries have impacted the American economy. 
24. The United States faced new political, national security and economic challenges in the post-Cold War world and following the attacks on September 11, 2001. 
Historical Thinking and Skills –

U.S. History students will utilize historical thinking and skills including:

1. Historical events provide opportunities to examine alternative courses of action. 
2. The use of primary and secondary sources of information includes an examination of the credibility of each source. 

3. Historians develop theses and use evidence to support or refute positions. 

4. Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence and correlation in historical events, including multiple causation and long- and short-term causal relations. 
Materials:
1. Three ring binder and notebook paper

a. Notes and lesson specific worksheets will be held within the binder in chronological order by date.

2. Laptop/Chromebook with google/CANVAS account

a. Students will be required to store completed documents or group project files using some method of mass storage.

3. Writing utensil(s)

a. With notes being a graded component of class, it is important for students to bring something to write with on a daily basis.  Writing utensils will not be provided by the instructor except for tests.

Classroom Rules:

1. Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis and be on time and in their seat with necessary materials before the bell rings.

2. Our American society is a cultural salad bowl comprising various ethnicities, religions, and social views.  Students will be expected to respect the views and differences reflected in our classroom. Any real or perceived negative actions taken on a member of our class community will be met with immediate referral to the administration.

3.  Students are expected to respect the property of our school and classroom.  Any negative action taken upon our classroom or classroom materials will be met with administrative referral. 

4. Any and all rules set forth in the student handbook will be followed while in this classroom.
Academic Integrity:

Academic integrity implicitly implies that each student will use his/her own capabilities to achieve his/her own potential and will neither offer nor accept aid that is not in keeping with the regularly accepted standards of academic integrity.  To complete individual assignments/tests/experiences of each class on one’s own is the standard of academic integrity. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, fabrication or falsification of invention of research, data, citations or other forms of academic misconduct.
Students With Disabilities:

Students with documented disabilities on file with Green High School are entitled to reasonable academic adjustments/accommodations. Green High School makes great effort to provide equal access to all students who have documented disabilities
Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated based on the Green Local School District Grading Procedures. The semester grade is the mark used to determine credit and GPA.
Grading Criteria:
Tests:

Students in the U.S. History course will participate in formative and summative assessments throughout the year.  Each assessment will measure a student’s competency of course specific information.  Exams will remain rigorous, and will require the student to initiate higher order thinking skills.  Varied assessments will allow for students to test in a format other than simple multiple choice questions.  In addition, most tests will require some writing prompt which students will need to thoroughly examine and answer.

Projects & Essays:


Writing proficiency is a critical component of college and career readiness, and all of my courses involve writing assignments. These papers are designed to prompt students to evaluate and apply course material, and push their understanding of class content to a higher level.  Some written reports may be shorter in narrative, and focus on a singular issue.  Still, others may be complex, requiring the student to expand on broad topics that require them to write in more detail.  In addition to expanding on content, writing in my courses is used to teach students the process of writing. 

Homework & Notes:


Students will be required to complete a series of homework assignments throughout the year.  Each assignment correlates to the information being covered in class, and is meant to enhance the students understanding of historical information.  Homework assignments need to be taken seriously.    Parents of students will receive contact if/when their son or daughter is failing to uphold their obligations as a student.  Note taking is a critical skill in the development of student understanding in social studies courses.  It is also a skill necessary for those students who plan to attend college.  Therefore, notes will be a graded element in U.S. History.  Students will be responsible for attending class and copying the days notes into their notebooks.  This information is extremely beneficial as students study for assessments.
Quizzes:


Quizzes offer students a means to assess their learning of content covered both within and outside of class.  Quizzes in U.S. History are often connected to a previous days homework assignment or online activity that a student has already completed.  This assessment tool is meant to be a means to formatively assess a student’s understanding of the content, and brings an awareness to the student of what he or she should focus on before a test.
Concluding Thoughts:

If students need extra help or would like to meet with me to discuss concerns or other issues, I am available during my prep hour (Period 9) and after school during non-coaching seasons.  If parents need to contact me, I am available through email. I am happy to help in any way that I can to make this class the best possible learning experience for everyone!
