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When the Constitution of the United States was before the states for ratification, various attempts were made to influence the ratification debates. The proponents of ratification became known as Federalists and the opponents as Anti-Federalists. Both sides prepared essays that outlined their arguments. The Federalist Papers and the Anti-Federalist Papers discussed key principles of government as they related to the circumstances of that time. 
One key argument during the ratification debate concerned the extent of power that should be held by the national government. Federalists argued that the powers bestowed upon the national government helped to counteract the problems encountered under the Articles of Confederation. State sovereignty would have to give way in favor of the general welfare of the nation. In any case, according to the Federalists, federal power was defined and limited, while the states still held many residual powers. The Anti-Federalists responded that the truly important powers to govern had been delegated to the national government and that the states had little role other than to oversee the selection of federal officials. In addition, argued the Anti-Federalists, the “necessary and proper” and “supremacy” clauses rendered ineffective any limitations on the powers of the national government. 
Federalists can be said to have won the overall debate on the basic principles of government with the ratification of the Constitution of the United States. Anti-Federalists did achieve some success with the limitations on government embraced by the Bill of Rights. 
Directions: In groups, students will be responsible for analyzing a federalist argument made in the Federalist Papers (Federalist #10, Federalist #39, Federalist #51, Federalist #70, Federalist #78).  Students, as part of the group assignment, will create a “Prezi” presentation discussing the following:
1. To whom was your respective article written by, and a background of that individual in regards to the early founding of our nation.							____/10
2. A description of the overall topic(s)/idea(s) of the article. What is its thesis? What are the major talking points?									____/10
3. A description of the drafters theories concerning the articles topic.			____/10
4. Your (Your groups) personal interpretation of the article and the drafters views. Do you agree/disagree? What would the anti-federalist view be of the subject of conversation?	____/10
Group Member Grade		____/5

[bookmark: _GoBack]Groups will be provided two working days in class to prepare the assignment.  Your presentations will be delivered to the class on 10/24. The presentations should have at least six transitions (movements from one area to another), and at least two visuals. Groups work should be divided in an even manner.  Students will peer grade their group members contributions for a minimal grade added to the assignment. 

